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Reading


The reading selection for the week of 1/12-16  will be Nights of the Pufflings.  Skills covered included author’s purpose, point of view (1st and 3rd person), and main idea with supporting details.  There will be no reading selection the week of 1/20.  Instead we will reread and compare/contrast fairy tales to compare personal point of view from the author’s/characters and ourselves. During small group instruction we will be using leveled articles on our social studies/science topics for close reading activities. We will also discuss point of view and inferring during these groups. In Reader’s Workshop/independent reading, students will be expected to complete a reading response letter about what they are reading.


Spelling


Week of 1/13-17: fin/finit (end) finale, finally, infinity, finish, final, became, become, begin, behind, before, belong, because, below, beside.  Week of 1/20-24: mov/mot/mobile (to move).  Words to be determined.


Grammar/Writing


We will learn about conjunctions (subordinating and coordinating), and simple, compound, and complex sentences. Students will write an informational piece for the Georgia Writing Assessment. In addition, we have been reading persuasive books, discussing them, and writing our opinions on the books. We will be writing persuasive paragraphs and begin a persuasive writing soon. Daily grammar will continue. We will also be working on Mentor Sentences.





Math


We have begun our unit on geometry.  We have reviewed polygons and their attributes, lines, and angles. Next week we begin to identify quadrilaterals and their similarities and differences. Following this, we will begin to partition these shapes into equal parts in preparation to identify fractions. 


We will continue multiplication, division, problem solving, and spiral review.


Students should be practicing multiplication/division facts nightly. This does not have to be a flashcard repetitive activity. Check out fun4thebrain, mathplayground.com, multiplication.com, and arcademics.com.


We will begin timed multiplication tests next week. 


Students are to complete at least one Front Row Ed module a night.  This is great practice for the many math concepts we are learning this year. 
































You Can Help


Donations of reams of white copy paper would be greatly appreciated!.  .


You Can Help, Part II


Please be sure that your student is studying from the study guides that are being sent home for science and social studies tests/quizzes. These guides are coming home usually the Monday before the test, which is on that following Friday.  Also, please be aware that your student may be quizzed on any previously learned material.  You may wish to review any previously taught material with your student as a way to keep their skills sharp.


Thank you!





Reminders


Specials-Tech-1/12-13; PE 1/14-1/23


MLK Jr. Holiday-1/19-No school!!


*Please review and initial your child’s agenda daily! This keeps you up to date with their assignments.


*Absences- Please send in a note upon your child’s return from an absence.


*Any change in afternoon transportation must be given in written form!


*We send home the newsletter every two weeks. 





Science/Social Studies


In social studies, we have begun to learn about Franklin Roosevelt and his contributions to our country.  The open notes test over FDR for Mrs. Mikle’s class will be next Friday, 1/16.  Mrs. Beasley’s class will take the test on  1/23.  Following FDR, we will begin learning about Eleanor Roosevelt and how she worked to make life better for all people.


In science, we have begun our unit on fossils. Students will learn about trace fossils, amber, mold, cast, and fossil imprints. After fossils, we will begin our study of Heat and Energy.  We will review how molecules move in solid, liquid, and gas. We will learn about conductors and insulators of heat, as well as the three types of heat transfer(conduction, convection, and radiation).


Mrs. Beasley’s school website has lots of interactive fossil and heat activities. Check out the Science section!
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